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of his own, and whose right to govern could not be
contested, it might have been worth while to secure
his good-will by a pension; and this was what Eliza-
beth did when James became real ruler of the country.
But she did not believe in paying a clique of greedy
lords to call themselves the English party. An
English party there was sure to be, if only because
there was a French party. Their services would be
neither greater nor smaller whether they were paid
or unpaid. The French poured money into Scotland,
and were worse served than Elizabeth, who kept her
money in her treasury. It was no fault of Eliza-
beth if the conditions of political life in Scotland
during the King's minority were such that a firmly
established government was in the nature of things
impossible.

As Mary was kept in strict seclusion during the
panic that followed on the Bartholomew Massacre,
she did not know how narrow was her escape from
a shameful death on a Scottish scaffold. When the
panic subsided she was allowed to resume her former
manner of life as the honoured guest of Lord Shrews-
bury, with fall opportunities for communication with
all her friends at home and abroad. Any alarm she
had felt speedily disappeared. If Elizabeth had for
a moment contemplated striking at her life or title
by parliamentary procedure, that intention was evi-
dently abandoned when the Parliament of 1572 was
prorogued without any such measure becoming law.
The public assumed, and rightly, that Elizabeth still
regarded the Scottish Queen as her successor. Peter
Wentworth in the next session (1576) asserted, and